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Our Mission: To honor the Almighty God by
establishing and funding Yeshua-centered
programs of rescue, recovery and restoration
to needy men, women and children in the land
of Israel (eretz Yisrael).

Update from Israel: Praise ADONAI, know that all is safe and well with our team in Israel. We maintain
communications with them on a regular basis. They are experiencing many of the same restrictions we face
here in the U.S. and around the world. They have been on tighter travel restrictions which has made it
difficult for Gene or Serge to get to the men’s shelter.
We do have an in-house manager in the men’s shelter who supervise the men and so things have been
relatively quite when Gene or Serge are not able to get there. For this we are thankful.
Our team in Israel sends their greetings to each of you and wishes ADONAI’s continued blessing on you.
Update on our Women’s shelter project
In the midst of our world and the problems we are facing, there are beacons of light where we see ADONAI
God continuing to work and our women’s shelter is one.
As you know we have been working to establish a shelter for women caught in human trafficking in Israel as
well as homeless and addicted women. It has been a slow process but things are changing and we are excited.
We reported the gift from Finland of close to $200,000 for the purchase of property some time ago. In
January 2019 we purchased property for the women’s shelter. Then we began working with authorities in
obtaining necessary permits. Significant in this process was the mayor of the city where we purchased the
property. He took considerable time before allowing us to continue.
About two months ago our attorney in Israel, was notified we could begin to move forward with developing
the plans for the women’s facility. Meetings were held with various builders and architects and one was
found in the city where we have purchased our
property.
In May we had a conference call with Gene, our
director and Tom, our board president in Israel
along with several of us here in the U.S.
including Joe Vazquez, Co-CEO of Salt Lake
City Mission who is working with us. We talked
of the design needs for a women’s shelter.
On Thursday, June 4 the board of Ohel Avraham
and I met to work with the architect who has
given us some preliminary drawings. These will
be modified to meet the specific plans we
developed earlier. The drawing to the right is
part of those general drawings of one floor.
One of the things that we need much prayer for
covers, two points that can raise difficulties in
putting a work like this together. The first is “not in my back yard.” People are reluctant to have addicts and
RESCUE In Israel, P O Box 564, Olympia, WA 98507, www.rescueinisrael.org, gwehnes@rescueinisrael.org, Office: 360-280-2628

prostitutes living near them and we understand that. Thus we make it a point to have proper boundaries and
controls for those in the program. In addition we are careful to work hard at being good neighbors and
demonstrating that our people are good neighbors.
The second point is the more troublesome for Christian/Messianic organizations in Israel, but not found here
in the U.S. “No Christians in my neighborhood.” In Israel there is strong opposition to any organization that
is “Christian” or “Messianic.” In Israel we have the same basic democratic freedoms as anyone else.
However, things can take longer for organizations that believe in Yeshua as the Messiah to get things
accomplished—in some cases it can take up to 7 years unless one has the money to hire an attorney and fight
the matter in court.
The women’s shelter will be a 3 story house of about
5400 square feet.
There will be bedroom space on the top and bottom
floors. The ground level floor will hold offices,
kitchen, dining/meeting room space.
We will have 6 rooms designated as bedrooms. There
will be one room with 4 beds, two rooms with 2 beds
and two rooms with 1 bed.
Design and obtaining permits will take about 1 year
before we will be allowed to begin building—things do
not move very fast in Israel.
Once we are allowed to beginning building, it will take
about another year to completion. We have builders
from Germany and the U.S. that want to help build.
However, the initial building—all the walls, plumbing,
electrical and such will be required to be completed by local builder/contractors.
There are strict building codes for making the structure of the building able to withstand strong forces that
might come. Once the initial building is completed then we will be able to bring volunteers in to help finish
the construction.
Once we are able to move ahead without interruption, we will begin the process of finding staff to manage the
women’s shelter.

George Wehnes
Executive Director
Rescue In Israel
P. S. Thank you again for your prayers and your support. Lives are
being changed because you care. May the LORD bless and keep you,
protect you in these days.
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